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THE CROWNS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


(A paper read before the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Socioty, 
December Sri, 1946, by WW, WW. Woodside, ) 


The crown is now the larsest denomination of Sritish silver 
coinage, a fact whieh has led mmismatists to apply the term "crownesized" 
to coins of many countries and denaninations, ranging in diemoter fron 
less than that of the U, 5. dollar to one mech greater than any ectual 
crown, The term is officially used in the coinage of mamy countries, 
(ani, of course, with a mmber of spellings), but all of theso are of 
more recont origin «. where they contime in use «« than tho British 
application of the namo to the 5 shilling piece. 


Names of coins could be separated into classes according to 
the derivation of the names, and “eroim™ is one of a large group whose 
mames come from the devices they bear, Txemples will come readily to 
mind «- cruzade, kreuzor, eeu (shield), testoon, aml se on, The carliest 
official use of the word seoms te have beon in reference to a gold coin 
of Louis IX of Fremee, originating between 1226 and 1270 «= the courome 
dtor, In later French reigns the common gold denonination was the ecu, 
ami Charles VII (142241461) issued the esu a la couronne, the name being 
derived from the crow which was now introduced over the shiaéld of arms, 


Prench coinage long excercised a remarkable influence on the 
mints cf Seotland and Englani, due largly, of course, to tho econamic 
amd occasionally political ties betwoen countries, It is not surprising, 
therefore, that umler Robert III (1590-1406) the Seots issued a coin of 
the same woight and fineness as tho cov a la emronne, bearing on the 
obverse a diemomieshapod shield like that of the "French crow", but with 
the Scottish lion replacing the fleur-dewlis, ‘hile the péverse legend 
was idembical with that of the French coin, a figure of St. Anirew on his 
cross was substitited for the cross fleury, These coins, approxineting 
the wight of the English noble, occur with both long and short crosses; 
late in tho reign the woight was reduced to about that of a halfencble, 
em in this size the piece was issued through the reign of James IV, or 
for about a centurys it is commonly called e lion, or St, Anirew, 


The next development in the story of the crown was the appeare 
ance in France, about 1500, of a now denomination, the couronne du soloil 
which was promptly imitated in England as well as in Scotland. In Scote 
lanl, James V issued in 1525 a gold 20 shilling coin called a crown; since 
this crowa wos struck at Holyrood Abbey, near Edinburgh, it recoived the 
nane of “Abbey Crawl", Tho denomination occurs again under Mary, during 
her first widowhood in 1542, but was not later repeated, 


At almost the samo time, the English issued a gold erowm of 
identical size and fineness to the comrenne du soleil. This was tho 
Crow of the Rese, struck by Houry VIII fram August te November of 1526, 
and having a face value of 44 shillings. Only two specimons have survived 
of this moager issuo, In November, 1526, a new coin, The Crow of the 
Double Rose, with a face valuo of 5 shillings, was struck together with its 
half, 


: During the brief reign of Edward VI, gold crows were con 

timed, ani for the first time there appeared the silver crown, This 
ems coin, showing the boyelcing in armor ani mounted, was struck 

in 1551, and barring a few gaps has contimed to the present. The Mirst 
of these interruptions came in the following reign of Mary, when crowns 
were outiroly omitted from the cold and silver issues, Elizabeth, however, 
revived the gold crow, which was enong the denominations of the first 
milled coimaze, as woll as the hammered money, In 1601 end 1602, at the 
very oul of her wals, Elizabeth issued also silver crome boarding her 
portrait, Durine this period there appeared also 2 crow in Seotlani, 
dated 1561, and of ‘Afferent typo than the Abbey Crowus, Of this coin of 
Maby Stuart there exists today no official recom, ani only one example, 


The first English coinage of Janes I ineluded a “Thistle Crom" 
of 4 shillings, and a "Sritain Crom" of 5 shillings, both in gold, as well 
as the silver cram, While a11 of these occur with legenis varying his 
titles before end after he was styled "King of Grent Britain", the Thisbie 
Crow was not issued after this reign. 


Charles I contimed the crem in‘gold, ani thoco in silver were 
strvek in Charles’ name not only by the King, wut by the Parliament after 
ho nad left Lomien. Tho vicissitudes of the royal mint in this period are 
too canplex for notice heres suffice it te say that the provincial mints 
ot Exeter, Oxford, Shrewstury ond Exxker Ture etmek crams in their 
issues, emi the denomination ccoeurs also among the siege ecins of Scarbor= 
ough, The great Nicholas Priot struck orowns of gold ani silver at‘the 
Tower in this voriod, mt no crown was emong his coins struck later, at 
York, There existe also a famous pattern crow in silver, struck at 
Snford by Thomas Remace, which shows a panoramn ef Cxforl as background 
for the mounted fieure of the King, Unior Charles I the crow appears for 
the first time as a denomination in the Trish money, being included in 
the necessity isenes of Ormonic, Inchiquin, and Dublin money, 


The Cormorvoalth eoimace presents the anachronism of crowns 
of gold and silver being ineiuded in & nomeroyal ccinage, ani after this 
time the term "Britain Crew” sooms not to hare been used, The money of 
Gromwell, struck by Thomas Simon, presents the same denominations, but 
from this time on the gold 5 shillings is know as a quarter of the sovc+ 
roign rather than as a crowns thus from here on, wo shall consider the 
silver issues alene, Tho silver crowns are distineuished for a die#beeak 
across the lower obverse which is foun! on all but a few specimens, There 
exist also sane  , Purported crowns of Cromvroll, made mash inter, and known as 
“Gemerts Crean" and “The Dutch Crom”, 


Shortly before Charles II was restored te the throne, he issued 
a silver crow in Irelew!, the secem appearance of the denonwination in 
that island, With the ineucuretion of the milled coimace of 1660 there 
began a serles of crowns of some voriecty, having variously & rose or an 
elephamt (thoncht by some to be the first eclonial coin) unier the bust, 
These soins are the work of Jan Roctticrs, mt the outstanding piece of 


the crown setter, if not of the entire British coinage, 14 Thomas Simon's 
famouc “Petition Crown”, which is prized as meh for the beauty of bxocu} 
tion as for the remarkable lege which encircles its edge. 


From this period on, the story of the crow is largely the 
story of the silver coinago of England, and for the most part the types 
are those generally struck, A few comments will suffice, Under Janes 
Ii, there were struck the “Gun Money" pisces in Ireland, the only crowns 
made entirely of base metal as a substitmte for silver, Unier Willian 
Iti, although coins were for the lest time struck in provincial English 
mints, the crows 411 had their origin in Lonion, Anne issued silver 
Goins at Edinburgh after the formal Union of the two Kingions, among them 
& crown having E belew the bust, ani these mark the end of a Sottish — 
curromy, except for a pattern piece of Jaues VIII, the "Old Pretenier", 
indieed, this latter coin, dated 1716, was actually "node im 1828 by one 


Croms vecur of the young and old portrait issues of George | 
tt, and of George III only in his last issue, i8i7. Ne crown was struck 
for Viliiem IV, although there are patterns, While tie first coimage of 
Georce V oni? ted tne na geate cama | pablic clamer daused it to be ismed 
in the souewhat debased coinage of 1927, Fer Edward VIII there axist no 
coins, the last rognal break in the sories; however, in 1955 there had 
appeared a silver crown celebrating the Silver Jubilee of George V, the 
only English Gomsmorative COli.s 


Overseas, we find only three siden, First ia the "Porteul- 
lis Crom” of Slizebeth, part of an issue bearing that emblem of the Tudor 
family, and designed as a sort of trade money for use in trade with India, 
George V, in the first issue of coins for Mew Zealand, struck a crown which 
is ¢ounenorative of the Treaty of Waitangi between the white settlers and 
the mative imoriss enl fimliy, the erown is included in the silver coinage 
of George VI, for Australia, I% is curious that this coin, ami the English 
crown of George V (1927) are almost the only picecss in the whole series 
whieh show a crown ag the principal device, 


in addition to those mentioned, one mist add that there exist 
a groat any pattern crowns, struck both officially ani privately, and in 
@ variety of wetels, Many of these are of great deauty, and some of very 
considerable rarity, 


That this is the end of the story wo may well doubt. On the 
first of the next month, the “nglish soiuags will bo strusk of onsacehauet 
and there wili be no silver soluago, oxeepting possibly Maundy Money, The 
proposed issue will net includes a srewn, but already in Parl 
Comittee an agitation for a crown pleoce was excused by the Goverment solely 
on the ground of prosent overwork in the Mint, The eupraenickel crom, 
when anil if issued, will represent only another step in a mmismatic history 
whieh extends ever some four couturioss ani the srewn will continue as one 
of England's oldest coins, excooded only by the pemy, groat, ani shilling. 


